Tadcaster Town Council

The Ark, 33 Kirkgate, Tadcaster LS24 9AQ
01937 834113
clerk@tadcastertowncouncil.gov.uk

www.tadcastertowncouncil.gov.uk
Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 12.30pm

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of TADCASTER TOWN COUNCIL
Date: Tuesday 13 January 2026
Time: 7pm
Venue: The Ark, 33 Kirkgate, Tadcaster, LS24 9AQ

In attendance: Clir R Sweeting (Mayor), Clir Bowgett (Deputy Mayor), Clir G Butcher, Clir D
Mackay, Clir C Metcalfe, Clir K Poskitt, and Clir P Tunney. 2 members of the public.

Officers: J Crowther, Town Clerk. L Tate, Administration Assistant.
Late arrivals: None
Early departures: None
The meeting opened at 18:59
MINUTES

The Chair requested a minute’s silence in memory of the late Margaret Middlemiss, past Town
Councillor and Mayor and the late Maureen Metcalfe past Town Clerk.

FC/26/120 | APOLOGIES

a) To receive and record apologies for absence.

Apologies were received in advance of the meeting from Clir Chiswick, Clir Lodge,

Clir Greig, No apologies received from Clir C Stephenson.

Councillor Cobb has been ill and unable to attend a Council meeting for 5 months

b) To resolve to approve reasons for absence.

Resolved: to accept and approve the reasons for absence received in

advance of the meeting from ClIr Chiswick, Clir Lodge and Clir Greig. To

accept and approve the reasons for absence for Clir Cobb and to review in 6

months. Unanimous.

FC/26/121 | DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION REQUESTS

a) To note any written requests for dispensation the Clerk may have receive
from members. None

b) To consider any new dispensation requests. None

c) To receive Declarations of Interests from members not already declared
under the members Code of Conduct or members Register of Interests, in
any business to be transacted. None.

FC/26/122 | PUBLIC SESSION - Suspension of Standing Orders

To allow members of the public and representatives from other organisations are

invited to speak on any matter as it relates to the town — Members of the public
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are requested to submit any questions in advance of the meeting to the Clerk.
Standing orders will be reinstated on the closure of this agenda item.

Resolved to: suspend Standing Orders 2(f) to allow members of the public
to raise items of interest in the public session.

Resident 1:

1) Has there been any progress in requesting North Yorkshire Council (NYC) to
address the very poor condition of the roadside footpaths in the West Tadcaster /
Toulston area? NYC Councillor informed the resident , significant planned work
for roadsides and footpaths, plans first received May 2024 with the intention for
planned works to be completed summer 2025. NYC Councillor has reached out
to highways to see where the works are, when they are planned and if the plans
can be shared. There is a planned meeting with highways including local MP —
date has been agreed- NYC Councillor will keep chasing the proposed work.

2) Have any steps been taken to use Community Payback teams to clear roadside|
footpaths? There is a new grounds maintenance team in place and concerns have
been passed on, NYC Councillor informed she will continue to pass residents
comments on to this team.

3) There are a significant number of empty residential properties in Tadcaster.
The NYC website indicates that a council tax surcharge should be levied against
empty residential properties. Reading the relevant NYC webpage (Council Tax on
second homes | North Yorkshire Council) it appears that the rate for most of these
properties which have been empty over ten (10) years should be 300%. Is the
council aware of whether such surcharges are being applied and is the Town
Council benefitting from this additional source of income? NYC Councillor - 32
empty council properties in Tadcaster needing improvements, getting voids
sorted is a priority. Do not have an answer on council tax but will ask the question
to NYC. Further discussion over empty properties in the town and are empty
property owners paying the higher council tax rates while unoccupied. NYC
Councillor investigate.

Resident 2: Empty properties concern are a concern. Update on Lest we forget
benches delivery hopefully by the end of January. Thanks to David Gluck for
helping with the funding. Thank you to the Councillors who donated, Thank you to
the Town Clerk for helping in the background. Could the public session be held
at the end of a meeting instead of the beginning?

At the discretion of the Chair agenda item FC/26/126 d) was moved forward
for discussion.

Discussions around a memorial plaque between the benches, commemorating
Flight Lieutenant James Brindley Nicholson VC. The Council agreed in principle
to the suggestion and asked the resident to cost up proposal and bring back to
the next appropriate meeting.

Resolved: to reimpose Standing Orders 2(f). Unanimous.
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Resolved: for the Town Council to accept maintenance of the two benches
once installed. Unanimous

FC/26/123

REPORTS FROM OTHER AUTHORITIES

a)

b)

Police and other authorities —

To note NYP report. Noted
Tadcaster Flood Alleviation Scheme & Environment Agency —
A written report was received from Environment Agency representative Nick
Appleyard. The Environment Agency remains committed to delivering a
flood alleviation scheme that protects the people of Tadcaster from future
flooding, as we know how important this project is for the town.
Projects are more successful when stakeholders, landowners and
organisations work in partnership and can find compromise where there is
conflict.
We made the difficult decision in October 2025 to temporarily pause our
planning application for Tadcaster FAS & Fish Pass. This would
allow additional time for us to work with a stakeholder to make fine
adjustment to help ensure our plans had the best possible chance of gaining
approval. We have subsequently asked for an_extension on this to take us to
mid-February.
The new flood defences will be in place for the long term, their importance
and need to perform will increase over_time, and so we need to ensure we
get it right.
As planned the pause gave us time to review our application and formalise
ongoing stakeholder discussions, numerous meetings have taken place,
these have been productive with progress being made in several areas. The
stakeholder has also have highlighted their commitment to protecting the
heritage and character of Tadcaster sharing the importance of getting things
right for the long term.
Where changes are agreed, these will need to be worked through and
reflected in the planning application. The intension is to resume the
planning process ASAP and take it forward to committee. We are working
with our consultants, JBA, to start to formalise these changes.
North Yorkshire Council Planners have been brilliant and
very supportive, we thank them for their continued to help and support.
We recognise there is frustration relating to this delay within the community
following the passionate support which was given to the Project Team and
planning application. We thank the community for their support
and patience; we believe the pause will give us the best change to deliver a
successful project which will protect the town for many years to come.
The Environment Agency will continue to work from The Ark on Tuesday
mornings, offering an open door policy.

Councillors pleased that this is moving forward and welcomed the report,
although there is still work to be done, the community stands behind the
Tadcaster Flood Alleviation Scheme and the sooner the better to have the
planning approved. Councillors asked CliIr Poskitt to pass on thanks the NYC
planning.
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c) County Councillor — update from County ClIr Poskitt, and to include the
following:-

i. To receive an update on ongoing works at the Bus Station.
NYC Councillor reported ongoing issues with this, real time monitors have been
installed, Councillors expressed disappointment with the project and feel the
project has not provided value for money for the town and as yet NYC have not
completed the snagging list. NYC Clir Poskitt was asked to find out where funds
have been spent.

ii. To receive an update on parking issues in the Town.
Parking restriction being put at the end of Stutton Road
Wetherby road parking is currently being discussed with NYC.
NYC has been good listening to local voices and CliIr Poskitt is optimistic changes
will happen soon.

iii. Toreceive an update on CCTV cameras in the Town.
Funding has been made available for new CCTV in the town, looking at getting
them back up and running soon.

Further discussions and questions regarding 43 Kirkgate, Clir Poskitt indicated
there is an expression of interest from TRCIC to turn this into a community asset
and to be used for community events.

NYC Councillor was to speak to Highways about clearing debris on the road near
Stutton.

FC/26/124

To APPROVE as a true and correct record, the MINUTES of the Council
Meeting held on Tuesday 2 December 2025 and in addition the minutes of the
Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2 December 2025.
Resolved: to accept and approve as a true and accurate record the minutes
of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2 December 2025 and in addition
the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2
December 2025. Unanimous

FC/26/125

PLANNING

Members to note and resolve to comment on the following applications received
(North Yorkshire Council):

a) Planning Applications:

Valid date | Planning Proposal Address Deadline
Reference
16/12/25 Z2G2025/0994/FUL | Erection a one storey 20 Queens 26/01/26
bungalow Gardens,
Tadcaster,
LS24 9HD

Z2G2025/0994/FUL — Major overdevelopment of the site, the housing density of
the proposal is excessive, setting a precedent.

b) Planning Applications: To note Applications for retrospective approval.
Noted

Valid date | Planning Proposal Address Deadline/Comments
Reference
28/11/25 | ZG2025/1096/FUL | Placement of solar TVCSA, 30 30/12/25
panels on rear roof Kirkgate, No Objections
Tadcaster
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c) To note Granted Applications / Decision Notices since the last meeting:
Noted

Date Planning Reference | Proposal Address Decision
Received
10/12/25 Z2G2025/1241/TNO2 | Five-day notice to fell 1 Vicarage 78 Refused
No Beech tree (T4) Station Road
protected by TPO No Tadcaster
26/1990

d) To consider any Enforcement Issues & Concerns: None.
e) To receive an update for the Tadcaster Neighbourhood Development Plan
(report from External Consultant and/or Officer).

A written report was received from David Gluck, TRCIC. Our submission version
draft Plan has been held up by NYC planning department whilst they seek advice
on a number of issues, as previously reported on to you. We are still awaiting their
final position. Mike Dando and David Gluck have both emailed the officials
concerned expressing our disappointment that the Plan has not progressed to
Regulation 16 consultation yet. No action to take whilst we await NYC final advice.
Noted

FC/26/126

ASSET MANAGEMENT AND EVENTS

a) To receive an update on the Tadcaster Enhancement Project from David
Gluck, TRCIC including a proposal for the Tadcaster Town Trail boards

A written report was received from David Gluck, TRCIC. All the new Lecterns

are now installed. One existing Board to be re-installed is at the Bus Station

which was removed during re-construction works. We are now awaiting the final

artwork back from the printers to insert into all new and existing lecterns. We will

then be able to publicise the Trail and distribute leaflets (produced). Noted

At the discretion of the Chair agenda item FC/26/130 b) was moved forward

for discussion.

David Gluck, TRCIC provided a written report as follows:- Our current contract

with the High Streets Delivery Manager, has formally concluded as of 31/12/25,

however we have retained her services to lead on the evaluation of the 6-month

project. A new application has been submitted for continuation funding for her

post alongside other projects to support our high streets. If successful, this will

mean new funding for 18 months from April 2026.

i. To receive an update on the new Town Branding for Tadcaster

A new set of visual art to represent Tadcaster, for use by any stakeholder in

promoting the town. Full report to be sent to TTC by the end of January.

ii. To receive an update on Totally Locally TadVantage Card

The Tadvantage Card and associated promotional work has been well received

by traders, with over 20+ participating already. More advertisement is being

rolled out in the weeks ahead.

iii. To receive a verbal report on new signage for the Town.

Using this new Branding, we have commissioned a designer to produce a set of

images to be used to create new Gateway signs for the town. Full report we

hope will also be available prior to the February meeting.

The next set of Business Forum meetings are being planned and the Town
Council is welcome to attend. We are also in the process of planning the next
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meeting of the Events Committee to begin organising for events from May
onwards. Again, the TC is very welcome to attend.

Finally, not on the agenda but to note: With our Community Anchor Organisation
hat on, we have been in discussion with Tom Jenkinson from the Localities
Team at NYC about the production of a Town Investment Plan, which will
through consultation and engagement with all stakeholders, produce a
document that will help the Combined Authority and NYC understand what is
required for investment in the town over the next 3 years. Our proposal is being
developed at this moment and again a full report will come to Council in
February. To note.

Councillors discussed the statement and concerns were raised about the TRCIC
taking the lead with the Town Investment Plan. It was suggested that Tom
Jenkinson, NYC is invited to a Council meeting to discuss plans.

NYC Councillor agreed a meeting with the Town Council was required to create
a partnership and agree delivery of the plan. Councillor Poskitt stated Tom
Jenkinson had started initial discussions with her as the NYC Councillor for the
town.

A Councillor asked what the original concept of the CIC was and how has it now
changed? NYC Councillor to find out.

b) To consider options for cycle racks in the NYC central car park.

Resolved: to get a cost for a simple bike stand. Unanimous

c) To consider quotations for replacement litter/dog bins in the town.

Discussion over condition of bins and which need to be replaced, 7 required,

purchasing nine is more economical, replace seven and store two for the future.

Resolved: to purchase nine bins. The bins to be installed by local

contractor. Unanimous

d) To receive an update and consider a resident’s request for maintenance on
the two ‘Lest We Forget’ benches on the footpath near the war memorial
once installed.

This item was discussed higher up the agenda.

FC/26/127

POLICY & GOVERNANCE - None

FC/26/128

FINANCE

a) To approve the schedule of payments to 13 January 2026 - (Two Councillors
to approve and sign the Payment Schedule sheet to be paid by electronic
payment. Schedule to be circulated at the meeting.)

Resolved: to approve the schedule of payments to 13 January 2026 as signed

by Clir Bowgett and Clir Butcher.
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Electronic Payments NET VAT TOTAL
Adverte 610.50 0.00 610.50
Calcaria Domestic Cleaning 41.67 8.33 50.00
DCG Tree Surgery 1485.00 0.00 1485.00
L Harrison 40.00 40.00 40.00
L Tate 357.67 0.00 357.67
North Yorkshire Council 220.00 44.00 264.00
Parnaby Construction and Maintenance | 6312.50 1261.90 7571.40
Pullan 185.00 37.00 222.00
SLCC 253.00 0.00 253.00
Direct Debits Date

Awareness Software Ltd 231.20 46.24 277.44
BT 01/01/2026 202.68 40.54 243.22
Business Stream 09/01/2026 73.50 0.00 73.50
Business Stream 16/01/2026 54.07 0.00 54.07
Eon Next 20/01/2026 | 1211.26 248.60 1491.62
Payments to Note

Administration 4956.39 0.00 4956.39

b) To approve the Town Councils Schedule of Insurance, Policy Document and
associated documents from 12 Jan 2026 to 11 Jan 2027.

Resolved: to approve the Town Councils Schedule of Insurance, Policy

Document and associated documents from 12 Jan 2026 to 11 Jan 2027.

c) To consider any grant applications and evaluation forms presented to the
Town Council.
I. To receive an update from The Bridge Project on the spend of the

grant funding from the Town Council.
Resolved: To allow the remaining funds to be spent later in 2026. Unanimous

FC/26/129

PROJECTS & MEDIA

a) WEBSITE NEWSLETTER AND MEDIA ITEMS - To suggest appropriate
matters from this meeting to place on the website, Newsletter, Facebook and
before the media. None.

b) To receive an update on the Spring edition of the Newsletter.

The lead Councillor discussed contents for the Spring edition of the Newsletter.

In memory of Margaret Middlemiss. Tadcrafters, Tadcaster Treat, Lest we Forget

Benches, U3A.

FC/26/130

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED - for members to note as required.
a) To note YLCA — White Rose Bulletin (28 November, 5, 12, 19 December),
Law and Governance November 2025. Noted
b) To receive an update on the Mayor of York and North Yorkshires Vibrant
and Sustainable High Streets Fund and Totally Locally from the High Street
Manager.
i. To receive an update on the new Town Branding for Tadcaster
i. Toreceive an update on Totally Locally TadVantage Card
iii. To receive a verbal report on new signage for the Town.

This item was discussed higher up the agenda.
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c) To note dates for the next Tadcaster Community Drop-In —

Friday 9 January 15:30 to 16:30 at Costa Coffee, 2 High Street, Tadcaster LS24
9AT and Saturday 17 January 15:00 to 16:00 at Tadcaster Albion Young Guns
Arena LS24 9AY. Noted

FC/26/131 | To consider agenda items for next meeting.
Public Session beginning/end of meeting? Community Projects Working Group.
FC/26/132 | To note date, time and location of next meeting.

17 February 2026, The Ark, 7pm.

The meeting closed at 20:38
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